Loren Eiseley Essay

Loren Eiseley was born in Lincoln, Nebraska on September 3, 1907. His father was a car
salesman and an aspiring actor on the side, his mother was an artist. He has credited his parents
with his interest in writing and the arts. However, as a child,

Loren had some very difficult times. His mother was also deaf and somewhat paranoid and her
condition created some stress on his family. He often kept to himself and only seemed to be able
to talk with his father and uncle, Buck. It was Loren

Eiseley's experiences as a child and growing up that led him to his passion for science and the
passing of time. Eiseley used time as an escape in his writing and life. He was very interested in
the theory of evolution, especially of the early man.

Many of Eiseley's first essays focused on evolution and its effects in the past, present, and future.
The two essays that | have read by Eiseley are, The Star Thrower, and, The Innocent Fox. In
both of these essays, Eiseley uses the element of time to

tell his story and

make a point.

Many reviewers of Eiseley’s writing have commented on his style. It has been described
as having an, “established tone, and masking the purely scientific with the engaging and
personal.” He takes his own personal experiences and uses them as literary
references to combine them with scientific fact. In both essays that | read, Eiseley introduces the
reader to a memory, not just a fact. He allows the reader to better understand his literature by
giving them something to relate to. This is a main
example of Eiseley’s way of using time in his essays. Throughout the essays, Eiseley recalls
many other fond memories with a life lesson at the end. In, The Star Thrower, Eiseley introduces
you to his visits to the beach in Costabel, introducing the
read to the Star Thrower. The Star Thrower is a man who caught his attention, at fist with just an
action. After Eiseley spoke to him, he kept his attention with what he said. When Eiseley asked

the Star Thrower what he was doing, he simply replied









